Effect of extracellular and intracellular angiotensins on heart cell function; on the cardiac renin-angiotensin system.
In this manuscript, I presented up-to-date evidence that intracellular and extracellular angiotensins have an important regulatory effect on the processes of heart cell communication and inward calcium current and that aldosterone modulates the effect of angiotensin II (Ang II) on the electrical properties of the heart. Moreover, I discussed the most relevant information about the origin of cardiac renin, the presence of a cardiac renin-angiotensin aldosterone system and its possible relevance for heart cell physiology and pathology.